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E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, DM, NI, CEAO 

SUB J : DAHOMEAN CHIEF OF STATE VISITS NIGERIA 

1. KEY IMPORTANCE MRGD ATTACHES TO ITS RELATIONS WITH NIGERIA WAS 
AGAIN EMPHASIZED WHEN PRESIDENT KEREKOU PAID HIS FIRST VISIT OUT- 
SIDE DAHOMEY SINCE ASSUMING POWER TO LAGOS ON APRIL 21. THIS FOL- 
LOWED ON HEELS OF DAHOMEY' S REFUSAL TO JOIN CEAO ON GROUNDS ITS 
GIANT ANGLOPHONE NEIGHBOR NOT INCLUDED ( COTONOU 0559). DOUBT 
TIMING LAGOS VISIT, SO SOON AFTER ABIDJAN MEETING, WAS COINCIDENCE. 
LITTLE QUESTION NOW THAT DAHOMEY HAS DECIDED CAST HER LOT WITH 
ANGLOPHONE NEIGHBOR, AND REFUSE MEMBERSHIP IN EXCLUSIVELY FRANCO- 
PHONE ORGANIZATION WHICH SEEN LOCALLY AS FRONT FOR PRESERVATION OF 
FRENCH INTERESTS AND IVOIRIAN PREEMINENCE. DAHOMEANS GAUGE 
CHANCES 

OF PROFITING FROM MORE INTIMATE 
RELATIONSHIP WITH NIGERIA NOW 

OUTWEIGH ADVANTAGES WHICH MIGHT BE GAINED FROM CEAO MEMBERSHIP AS 
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PRESENTLY CONSTITUTED. THEIR POSING AS SMALL BUT RESOLUTE NIGERIAN 
CHAMPION AT ABIDJAN MEETING WAS AIMED AT GAINING GOOD WILL AND 
SUPPORT FROM THOSE NIGERIANS. LED BY GENERAL GOWON, WHO WISH THEIR 
COUNTRY TO PLAY ROLE BEFITTING HER SIZE AND IMPORTANCE IN AFRICA. 

2. ASSUME EMBASSY LAGOS WILL REPORT ON DETAILS OF LAGOS VISIT. WE 
WILL REPORT FURTHER ON SUBSTANCE OF DISCUSSIONS AS WE MEET WITH 
KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES HERE. 

ANDERSON 
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